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Q: What is the bill’s purpose and who helped craft it? 
 

• Improving Water Quality – The Buffer Initiative will protect Minnesota’s water resources from 
erosion and runoff pollution by establishing 110,000 acres of perennial vegetative cover 
adjacent to Minnesota’s waters.  

 
• Cooperation and Compromise – This proposal was crafted with input from agriculture 

groups, environmental groups, local government groups, legislators from both parties, and 
landowners.  

 
• A Multi-Agency Effort – The four lead state agencies are: Minnesota Department of 

Agriculture, Minnesota Board of Water and Soil Resources, Minnesota Department of Natural 
Resources, and the Minnesota Pollution Control Agency. 

 
 
Q: Will it improve water quality? 

• Yes. Studies by the Pollution Control Agency show that buffer are critical to protecting 
and restoring water quality and healthy aquatic life, natural stream functions and aquatic 
habitat due to its immediate proximity to the water. However, buffers will not solve every 
water-quality problem. 

 
 
Q: What is required? 

 
• 110,000 Acres of Vegetation – The bill will establish perennial vegetation buffers of up to 50 

feet along lakes, rivers, streams and ditches.  
 

o The buffer width will be an average of 50 feet on public waters. 
o The buffer width will be a minimum of 16.5 feet on public ditches 
o Buffer widths on other waters will be determined by soil and water conservation districts 

(SWCDs)  
 

• Landowner Control – Landowners retain use of the buffer, as long as perennial vegetation is 
maintained. 
 

• Landowner Choice – Landowners may choose to adopt other practices aimed at protecting 
water if those practices provide the same level of protection as a buffer. 
 

• Additional Flexibility – There are exceptions for areas covered by a road, buildings or other 
structures; areas enrolled in the Conservation Reserve Program (CRP); public or private water 
access or recreational use areas; and municipalities in compliance with federal and state storm 
water requirements. 

 



 
Q: Where are buffers required? 

 
• Buffers will be required on public waters and public drainage systems. The DNR will establish 

and maintain a map of each county that shows the waters that are subject to the buffer 
requirements. Additionally, other waters may be subject to local requirements established by 
SWCDs. 
 

Q: How will the new law be implemented, and enforced? 
 

• Local Implementation – SWCDs will implement the buffer requirement, including planning, 
technical assistance to landowners, approval of alternative practices, and tracking and 
reporting progress. 
 

• Help with Compliance – If a landowner is out of compliance with the requirement, the county 
or watershed district will provide a correction letter and work with the landowner on a 
reasonable timetable for completion.  

 
• Penalties for Noncompliance – Counties and watershed districts, with assistance from the 

Minnesota Board of Water and Soil Resources (BWSR), may issue an order requiring 
violations be corrected and administratively assess monetary penalties for violations.  

 
• State Level Enforcement – The state may withhold funds from a local government for failure 

to implement buffer requirements. 
 

• Additional Enforcement Authority – If the local government chooses not to take action, 
BWSR can use its Administrative Penalty Order authority and issue a penalty and fine.  

 
Q: When will this take effect? 

 
• July 2017 – Local water resources riparian protection requirements will be developed by July 

1, 2017 
 
• November 2017 – Buffers on public waters will be in place by November 1, 2017  
 
• November 2018 – Buffers on public drainage systems will be in place by November 1, 2018 

 
 

Q: How will this be paid for? 
 

• Funds for Landowners – Landowners can use federal Farm Bill resources, such as CRP, to 
get buffers installed. Other state program conservation dollars, such as Reinvest in Minnesota 
(RIM) easements are also available.  Landowners may also be eligible to be reimbursed by the 
drainage authority. 
 

• Additional Federal Funds – Governor Dayton is committed to working with the federal 
government to provide funds through the Conservation Reserve Enhancement Program 
(CREP). This allows landowners to take their land out of production in exchange for payments. 
He has proposed $20 million in bonding to match the $18 million appropriated through the 
2016-17 Legacy Amendment bill. 

 



• Funds for Local Agencies – The initiative provides $5 million from the Clean Water Fund for 
SWCDs to work directly with landowners in order to find the best solution for their property. 
SWCDs are also receiving $22 million from the Clean Water Fund to boost local capacity.  It is 
anticipated that this funding will be transferred to the General Fund in the next biennium. 

 
 
Q: How will the DNR map areas that will now require buffers? 

• A: The DNR will create a buffer protection map that will include the public waters subject to the 
statewide 50’ average width buffer requirement and the Public Drainage System ditches that 
are subject to the statewide 16.5 minimum width buffer requirement.  The DNR is receiving 
$650,000 from the Clean Water Fund in order to complete the maps.  

 
  
Q: And when will that happen? 

• A: The DNR anticipates completing the buffer protection map by about July 2016. 
 
Q: How will public water be defined under the law? 

• A: The buffer protection map will depict public waters, as defined in Minnesota Statute 
103G.005, subdivision 15, that are subject to the requirements of the new buffer law. The 
buffer protection map does not otherwise update the Public Waters Inventory as it relates to 
any other requirements. 

 
 



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /All
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Gray Gamma 2.2)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.5
  /CompressObjects /All
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.1000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /sRGB
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo false
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Remove
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
    /Arial-Black
    /Arial-BlackItalic
    /Arial-BoldItalicMT
    /Arial-BoldMT
    /Arial-ItalicMT
    /ArialMT
    /ArialNarrow
    /ArialNarrow-Bold
    /ArialNarrow-BoldItalic
    /ArialNarrow-Italic
    /CenturyGothic
    /CenturyGothic-Bold
    /CenturyGothic-BoldItalic
    /CenturyGothic-Italic
    /CourierNewPS-BoldItalicMT
    /CourierNewPS-BoldMT
    /CourierNewPS-ItalicMT
    /CourierNewPSMT
    /Georgia
    /Georgia-Bold
    /Georgia-BoldItalic
    /Georgia-Italic
    /Impact
    /LucidaConsole
    /Tahoma
    /Tahoma-Bold
    /TimesNewRomanMT-ExtraBold
    /TimesNewRomanPS-BoldItalicMT
    /TimesNewRomanPS-BoldMT
    /TimesNewRomanPS-ItalicMT
    /TimesNewRomanPSMT
    /Trebuchet-BoldItalic
    /TrebuchetMS
    /TrebuchetMS-Bold
    /TrebuchetMS-Italic
    /Verdana
    /Verdana-Bold
    /Verdana-BoldItalic
    /Verdana-Italic
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 150
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 150
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.76
    /HSamples [2 1 1 2] /VSamples [2 1 1 2]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.76
    /HSamples [2 1 1 2] /VSamples [2 1 1 2]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 15
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 15
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 150
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 150
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.76
    /HSamples [2 1 1 2] /VSamples [2 1 1 2]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.76
    /HSamples [2 1 1 2] /VSamples [2 1 1 2]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 15
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 15
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects true
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile (None)
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /CreateJDFFile false
  /Description <<


    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e55464e1a65876863768467e5770b548c62535370300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200036002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc666e901a554652d965874ef6768467e5770b548c52175370300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200036002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /CZE <>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /ETI <>
    /FRA <>



    /HUN <>
    /ITA (Utilizzare queste impostazioni per creare documenti Adobe PDF adatti per visualizzare e stampare documenti aziendali in modo affidabile. I documenti PDF creati possono essere aperti con Acrobat e Adobe Reader 6.0 e versioni successive.)
    /JPN <>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020be44c988b2c8c2a40020bb38c11cb97c0020c548c815c801c73cb85c0020bcf4ace00020c778c1c4d558b2940020b3700020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200036002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /LTH <>
    /LVI <>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken waarmee zakelijke documenten betrouwbaar kunnen worden weergegeven en afgedrukt. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 6.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /POL <>
    /PTB <>


    /SKY <>

    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /TUR <>

    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents suitable for reliable viewing and printing of business documents.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 6.0 and later.)
  >>
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [600 600]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


